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‘ mﬁmwmkesphocintheﬁxhingvilh;eofﬂeda‘rin;inComwall
(carly nineteenth century). The curtain rises to show a corps of
professional bridesmaids standing in front of the cottage of Rose
Maybud. ﬁcymmaintainedbythevilhgewbeondutyeverydqum
ten to four. In the opening chorus they complain of the failure of Rase
Maybud, “the fairest flower that blows”, to find a husband —an omission
which keeps them in idleness. :

Dame Hannah enters. The bridesmaids suggest that she should fake a
husband. She says, however, that she is pledged to eternal maidenhood.
Long ago she was betrothed to Sir Roderic Murgatroyd, the bad baronet
of Ruddigore, but when she discovered who he was, she left him. She tells
,‘thcstoryowamrsconmchouscofRuddimwhichobﬁmmeholder
ofthcductooommiucrimecvcrydayorperishinagonx

RoscMaybudappennanddcsaibamemhthcdifﬁcuhyof
attracting suitors without violating the principies of etiquette te which she
isdaotcd.ShclmRobinOakapple,ayomgfuma. He enters, but he is
asshyasshcismodcn,andinthedua“lbowamhwhohallitﬂe
majd”mepaironlydedmthdrloveindirecdyAﬂerRmc‘sdepunn-e
Robin’s identity is revealed as Sir Ruthven Murgatroyd, the rightful heir to
the baronetcy of Ruddigore. He has only avoided the title by
masquerading as a farmer, leaving responsibility for the daily crime to his
younger brother, Despard, who believes him dead.

RkhmﬁEhun&s&ahhmufaursnnnandRoﬁmkﬂxumbnth
now amminReda'ring.Heiuburquofmebnggan sailor of
tradition and offers to press Robin’s suit with Rose—an undertaking in
which he is so successful that he wins her for himseif. However, when he
mphasimﬂwimpannceofacﬁngmdﬁumoneshan'sdm
Rose takes him at his word and decides to marry Robin after all.

Mad Margaret enters. She loves Sir Despard Murgatroyd, but has been
dﬁvenmadbyhisviﬂainyandhzdiffmwha.wyafmmme
baronet himself appears, followed by a chorus of “Bucks and Blades”,
Richard Daunﬂax,stiﬂaajngonhishan’xdiamlppmadmtﬁmmd
reveals the fact that Sir Ruthven Murgatroyd is still alive. The resuit is that,
whcnuzcvﬂlagcx:mnbleformcunionomeedeobin,Despud
dcnouncathchnuasthemxcbamnaofhddimnmis
consequently compeiled to return to Richard; Despard, “a virtuous
person now”, takes back Mad Margaret; and Robin is left saddled with the
title and its attendant curse.
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Sir Despard Murgatroya znd Caorus

ACT I

The picture gallery of Ruddigore Castie. On the walls are portaits
of all the baronets since the time of James I. Robin, now Sir Ruthven
Murpuoyd,isconmhin;lﬁsfahhfulmOld_Adm
about his daily crime. They are interrupted by the arrival of Rose and
Richard, who have come to ask Robin's consent to their marriage. The
latter toys with the idea of immuring them both in a dungeon but after
Rosepladswithhiminlm“lnbygoncdayslhadthybvc".hum

Robin is left alone. The stage darkens and the Murgatroyd ancestor:
step out of their frames. Sir Roderic, after singing the famous “Ghosts’
High Noon", asks Robin about his daily crimes and professes himseif
dissatisfied with their trivial nature. He demands that a lady shall be
mrﬁedofrthnva'ydaymdmmmukobin’udmbyﬁvin;hin
taste of the death agonies prescribed by the curse of Ruddigore. - _

The ghosts return (o their frames and Robin sends Oid Adam to carr
out their orders. Despard and Mad Margaret enter, both dressed in sobe-
black. They have become respectable nnd expiain that they “rulea
National School”. They exhort Robin to abandon his career of crime eve
at the cost of his iife. He agrees to do so and the three sing the parter tric.
“Myeyumfuﬂyopanomywﬁﬂ:imﬁon”.Aﬁmhercompﬁadou
arises, however, when Oid Adam returns, having, in obedience to his
master’s orders, succeeded in carrying off Dame Hannah. When Robin :
leﬁalooewithhisuhooer,mebeeomawfuodomthnbeulkupon
Sir Roderic to protect him. The latter steps down from his frame and he
and Hannah recognize each other as lovers of long ago. A sentimental
scene follows in which Hannah sings the ballad, “There grew a little

Robinmminmn:hemem,anidabavin;junocamedwhim
Ahmofﬂudﬁﬂ:heocpllhn.inamdaxhbyﬁiﬁmwcqmmhi
dﬂymmwmmmmmmhwx
to suicide; but suicide is itself a crime. From this it follows that Sir Roder
ought never to have died at ail. He accordingty resumes his existeace ana
is united to Dame Hannah Robin is now free to marry Rose, and Richar
Dauntless has to be content with one of the professional bridesmaids.

1e 3ir Ruthven surgatiovd and 0ld Adam
2. dose Mayoua and Chorus
3. laa iargaret and 3ir Despard [urgatroyd
4e Maa lMargaret. Sir Rutaven and

Sir Despard urgatroyd
5. Dame Hannaa and Sir Roderic Murgatroyd
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